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THE N(EU) WAY TO ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
Challenges and Perspectives for Southern Europe

Google Meet, 8 July 2020, 9:30 — 11:00 CEST

SPEAKERS AND AUDIENCE

The event brought together more than 40 public and private stakeholders from four Southern-
European countries (Greece, Italy, Portugal and Spain) — including EU and national institution
representatives, companies, academic institutions, research and business organisations, trade and
consumer associations and other relevant stakeholders — to discuss the EU approach proposed by the
Commission and debate how the Al challenges can be addressed and finally met in their respective
countries.

The DigitalTalk also served as an occasion to present a preliminary version of the joint paper on Al
developed by I-Com, Institute for Competitiveness (Italy), EsadeGeo - Center for Global Economy and
Geopolitics (Spain) and IOBE - Foundation for Economic and Industrial Research (Greece).

The event was opened by Stefano da Empoli, I-Com President, Aggelos Tsakanikas, Scientific Advisor
at IOBE — Foundation for Economic & Industrial Research and Tirso Virgés Varela, Researcher at
EsadeGeo, who presented the PromethEUs joint paper. The presentation was followed by an
interactive and stimulating panel moderated by Oscar Fernandez, Senior Researcher at EsadeGeo. The
speakers were Roberto Liscia, President, Netcomm; Jodao Castro, Head of Digital Experience Lab and
Professor, Nova School of Business and Economics; Cinzia Guido, Chief Operating Officer & Senior
Digital Adviser, Confindustria EU Delegation; and Evangelia Kekeleki, Secretary-general of the Greek
Consumer Protection Centre (KEPKA). After the Q&A session, with the active participation of Oreste
Pollicino, Law Professor, Bocconi University; Cristiano Radaelli, Vice-President, Anitec-Assinform; and
Marco Pierani, Secretary General, Euroconsumers, Javier Solana, President, EsadeGeo, took the floor
to deliver the closing remarks.

MAIN TAKEAWAYS

The EU’s role in the global race for Al. The data clearly shows that Europe displays a pattern of
competitive disadvantage compared to the US and China. At the same time, China, the US and the EU
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have adopted different approaches to the development, implementation and regulation of Al, as can
be seen in their respective strategies. PromethEUs presenters stated that competition between states
in the development and governance of strategic technologies —such as Al —is not necessarily a negative
factor, but, at the same time, it was highlighted that there is a need to be wary of the risks of this
competition taking a confrontational turn. To avoid the problems of an unregulated Al race, and to
keep rein on a possible escalation, PromethEUs advocates the adoption of a two-tier governance
model, within which the EU could eventually emerge as a potential winner of the Al race by becoming
a referee, capable of setting the standards for the global regulation of this new technology. Speakers
and participants agreed on the fact that a common and globally-shared definition of Artificial
Intelligence is needed and would set the foundation for all further discussions.

The EU’s internal divide. The data has also signalled an asymmetry in the EU’s digital performance, as
most of the Southern and Eastern European countries ranked below the EU average. There is a
considerable risk of a potential digital exclusion as, for instance, Southern EU Member States show
clear shortcomings in digital human capital skills (e.g. ICT specialists, already in short supply, are also
not equally shared among EU MSs). PromethEUs argued that ensuring an inclusive and sustainable
growth requires urgently confronting the geographical disparities regarding Al adoption on the
continent. It was also highlighted that Southern-European SMEs have to deal with a series of problems
to be able to follow the current trends in Al adoption (lack of collaboration between public and private
sectors, cultural barriers, shortage of technology experts, and lack of prominent technology).

The EU’s strategy. Since 2018, the European Union has placed the need of a common approach to Al
at the heart of its digital agenda. As clearly stated in the Commission’s White Paper (February 2020),
to take advantage of the opportunities and deal with the challenges of Al, the EU must act as one and
define a regulatory and investment-oriented approach with the twin objective of promoting the uptake
of Al and addressing the risks associated with its uses. PromethEUs argued that EU objectives to
increase R&D and productive excellence should not jeopardize the possibility for EU citizens and
companies to have access to the best available Al technologies at a competitive price. Speakers and
participants also agreed with PromethEUs remarks on the fact that an EU-wide regulatory approach is
preferable in order to avoid major risks of internal market fragmentation. Therefore, Member States
should refrain from unilateral moves and look for agreements and alliances at EU level.

The Commission’s risk-based approach. Most of the speakers and participants welcomed the risk-
based approach taken by the Commission, that allows for a proportionate regulatory intervention,
heavier for high-risk Al applications than for other lower-risk applications. PromethEUs presenters also
remarked that if the two proposed cumulative criteria to determine “high-risk” Al applications seem
quite logical and could help provide legal certainty, exceptional additional instances should be better
defined and limited to specific cases. This would be to avoid any ambiguity, where the aim of the risk-
assessment approach is exactly the opposite.

The role of Southern European countries. While the path to be followed is mainly being defined in
Brussels, the role of Member States will be paramount in achieving the ambitious goals set by the

RSVP - Ph +32(0)22347882 - events-brussels@i-com.it



Prometh s.‘D

OUTPUT REPORT

Commission. Some speakers and participants highlighted the urgent need for Southern European
countries to increase private and public investment in Al technologies to strengthen their R&D
capacity. Here, it is crucial for the EU’s Recovery Plan resources to be channelled and targeted towards
digital transformation objectives. As well, PromethEUs representatives observed that both training and
advice to SMEs should be key activities for Al specialized digital innovation hubs (DIHs). For this reason,
foreseeing only one DIH per Member State, as the Al White paper envisages, may involve a sizeable
geographical barrier for SMEs, especially in larger countries.
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LIST OF PARTCIPANTS

Liliana ARROYO, Researcher, Institute for Social Innovation, Esade
Flavio ARZARELLO, Senior Consultant, Reti

Maggie ATHANASSIADI, Senior Advisor, Industry, Growth, Infrastructure & Regional Policy,
Hellenic Federation of Enterprises

4. Xavier BUSQUETS, Associate Professor, Department of Operations, Innovation and Data Sciences,
Esade

Vittorio CALAPRICE, European Commission Representation in ltaly
Yannis CALOGHIROU, Emeritus Professor, National Technical University of Athens
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Ricardo CASTANHEIRA, Counsellor, Permanent Representation of Portugal to the EU

Jodo CASTRO, Head of Digital Experience Lab and Professor at Nova School of Business and
Economics
9. Mattia CERACCHI, Head of EU Affairs, |-Com- Institute for Competitiveness

10. Martina COLASANTE, Policy Analyst - Greece & Italy, Google

11. Silvia COMPAGNUCCI, Head of Digital Area, I-Com - Institute for Competitiveness
12. Stefano DA EMPOLI, President, I-Com - Institute for Competitiveness

13. Maria Rosaria DELLA PORTA, Research Fellow, I-Com - Institute for Competitiveness
14. Petros DIMAS, Researcher, LIEE / National Technical University of Athens (NTUA)

15. George DIMITRAKOPOULOS, Assistant Professor, Department of Informatics and Telematics,
Harokopio University of Athens, Greece

16. llaria FAVA, Managing Partner, Favalegal

17. Emma FERNANDEZ, NED Metrovacesa y Axway

18. Oscar FERNANDEZ, Senior Researcher, EsadeGeo

19. Vasco FIGUEIREDO TELES, Digital Consultant, Nova School of Business and Economics

20. Emanuela GIRARDI, CEO, Pop Ai

21. Cinzia GUIDO, Chief Operating Officer & Senior Digital Adviser, Confindustria EU Delegation

22. Dimitris KALOGERAS, Senior Researcher, Institute of Communications & Computer Systems
(ICCS), National Technical University of Athens (NTUA)

23. Evangelia KEKELEKI, Secretary-General of the Greek Consumer Protection Centre (KEPKA)
24. Roberto LISCIA, President, Netcomm

25. Helena MARTINS, Public Policy Manager — Portugal, Google

26. Alexios NIKOLAIDIS, Associate Advisor, Hellenic Federation of Enterprises

27. Francesco Saverio NUCCI, Application Research Director, Engineering, Ingegneria Informatica

28. Panagiotis PANAGIOTOPOULOS, Post-doctorate Researcher, LIEE / National Technical University
of Athens (NTUA)

29. Camilla PALLA, EU Liaison Officer, I-Com - Institute for Competitiveness

30. Marco PIERANI, Secretary-General, Euroconsumers

31. Augusto PRETA, President, ITMedia Consulting

32. Lorenzo PRINCIPALI, Senior Research Fellow, I-Com - Institute for Competitiveness
33. Oreste POLLICINO, Professor, Bocconi University

34. Cristiano RADAELLI, Vice-President, Anitec-Assinform

35. Angel SAZ CARRANZA, Director, EsadeGeo

36. Marco SCIALDONE, Professor ‘Law and Management of Online Content and Services’, European
University of Rome

37. Javier SOLANA, President, EsadeGeo
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38. Petros STEFANEAS, Assistant Professor, National Technical University of Athens (NTUA) / School
of Applied Mathematical and Physical Sciences

39. Maria THEANO TAGARAKI, Researcher, IOBE — Foundation for Economic & Industrial Research

40. Aggelos TSAKANIKAS, Scientific Advisor, IOBE — Foundation for Economic & Industrial Research

41. Elena VIEZZOLI, Founder and CEO, Aethra.net

42. Nikos VASILAKIS, Coordinator of Digital Governance Actions, GRNET
43. Tirso VIRGOS VARELA, Researcher, EsadeGeo
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